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Colorado Jury Innovations

1. Note Taking
N/A

2. Juror Handbooks/Notebooks

Juror Notebooks
Juror notebooks shall be available during trial and deliberation to aid
jurors in the performance of their duties.

C.R.C.P. 47(t) (2005)

3. _Juror Questions and Questioning of Witnesses

Juror Questions
Jurors shall be allowed to submit written questions to the court for the
court to ask of witnesses during trial, in compliance with procedures
established by the trial court. The trial court shall have the discretion to
prohibit or limit questioning in a particular trial for good cause.

C.R.C.P. 47(u) (2005)

4. Juror Pay/Compensation

Fees of jurors
(1) Trial and grand jurors serving in any court, as defined in the "Colorado
Uniform Jury Selection and Service Act", article 71 of this title, shall
receive compensation as provided for in that article.

(2) Jury fees for attending any court of record other than a municipal court
shall be paid by the state pursuant to section 13-3-104.

(3) Municipalities shall set and pay fees for juror service in a municipal
court.

(4) Jurors attending inquests over dead bodies before coroners shall
receive the same fees as provided in subsection (1) of this section, which
fees shall be paid by the county in which the inquest is held.

C.R.S. 13-33-101 (2004)
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Mileage fees of jurors and witnesses
(1) All jurors entitled to compensation for mileage in accordance with the
"Colorado Uniform Jury Selection and Service Act", article 71 of this title,
and all witnesses shall receive, in counties of every class, the same base
mileage allowance amount as provided for state officers and employees
under section 24-9-104, C.R.S., for each mile actually and necessarily
traveled in going from his or her place of residence to the place named in
the summons or subpoena and in returning to such place of residence.

(2) No officer of the courts, in which the cause is pending and on which he
is in actual attendance in his official capacity, including clerks, sheriffs,
bailiffs, jurors, and police officers, shall be entitled to witnesses' fees or
mileage as a witness in any criminal case.

C.R.S. 13-33-103 (2004)

Compensation of employed jurors during first three days of service
All regularly employed trial or grand jurors shall be paid regular wages,
but not to exceed fifty dollars per day unless by mutual agreement
between the employee and employer, by their employers for the first three
days of juror service or any part thereof. Regular employment shall
include part-time, temporary, and casual employment if the employment
hours may be determined by a schedule, custom, or practice established
during the three-month period preceding the juror's term of service.

C.R.S. 13-71-126 (2004)

Financial hardship of employer or self-employed juror
The court shall excuse an employer or a self-employed juror from the duty
of compensation for trial or grand juror service upon a finding that it
would cause financial hardship. When such a finding is made, a juror shall
receive reasonable compensation in lieu of wages from the state for the
first three days of juror service or any part thereof. Such award shall not
exceed fifty dollars per day of juror service. A court hearing on an
employer's extreme financial hardship shall occur no later than thirty days
after the tender of the juror service certificate to the employer. The request
for a court hearing shall be made in writing to the jury commissioner.

C.R.S. 13-71-127 (2004)

Reimbursement of unemployed jurors during first three days of service
Each trial or grand juror who is unemployed may apply to the jury
commissioner on the first day of juror service and shall be reimbursed by
the state for reasonable travel, child care, and other necessary out-of-
pocket expenses, except food, for the first three days of juror service or
any part thereof. The state court administrator shall establish guidelines
for the reimbursement of unemployed trial and grand jurors. No award for
an unemployed juror shall exceed fifty dollars per day of juror service, and
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the court shall approve, prior to reimbursement, any award which is
outside the gquidelines. Any juror who is not regularly employed,
including, but not limited to, retired persons, homemakers, students,
unemployed persons, and persons receiving unemployment benefits, shall
be entitled to reimbursement under this section. Juror service shall not
cause a person to lose unemployment benefits.

C.R.S. 13-71-128 (2004)

Compensation of jurors after first three days of service

The state shall pay each trial or grand juror who serves more than three
days for the fourth day of service and each day thereafter at the rate of
fifty dollars per day. A trial or grand juror receiving payment under this
section shall not be entitled to additional reimbursement for travel or other
out-of-pocket expenses.

C.R.S. 13-71-129 (2004)

Limitations on juror compensation

The state shall compensate and credit each juror for only those days on
which the juror appeared as directed to perform juror service. Holidays
and business days on which a trial has been recessed are excluded.

C.R.S. 13-71-130 (2004)

5. Alternate Jurors

Alternate jurors

In all civil and criminal trials, the court may call and impanel alternate
jurors to replace jurors who are disqualified or who the court may
determine are unable to perform their duties prior to deliberation.
Alternate jurors shall be summoned in the same manner, have the same
qualifications, be subject to the same examination and challenges, take the
same oath, and have the same functions, powers, and privileges as regular
jurors. An alternate juror who does not replace a regular juror shall be
discharged at the time the jury retires to consider its verdict, unless
otherwise provided by law, by agreement of the parties, or by order of the
court. The seating of an alternate juror entitles each party to an additional
peremptory challenge, which may be exercised as to any prospective
jurors.

C.R.S. 13-71-142 (2004)

6. Discussions pre-deliberation

N/A



7. Deliberation

Deliberation of Jury
After hearing the charge the jury may either decide in court or retire for
deliberation. If it retires, except as hereinafter provided in this section (1),
it shall be kept together in a separate room or other convenient place under
the charge of one or more officers until it agrees upon a verdict or is
discharged. While the jury is deliberating the officer shall, to the utmost of
his ability, keep the jury together, separate from other persons. He shall
not suffer any communication to be made to any juror or make any
himself unless by order of the court except to ask it if it has agreed upon a
verdict; and he shall not, before the verdict is rendered, communicate with
any person the state of its deliberations or the verdict agreed upon. The
court in its discretion in any individual case may modify the procedure
under this Rule by permitting a jury which is deliberating to separate
during the luncheon or dinner hour or separate for the night under
appropriate cautionary instructions, with directions that they meet again at
a time certain to resume deliberations again under the charge of the
appropriate officer.

C.R.C.P. 47(l) (2005)

Additional Instructions
After the jury has retired for deliberation, if it desires additional
instructions, it may request the same from the court; any additional
instructions shall be given it in court in the presence of or after notice to
the parties.

C.R.C.P. 47(n) (2005)

Items Taken to Deliberation
Upon retiring, the jurors shall take the jury instructions, their juror
notebooks and notes they personally made, if any, and to the extent
feasible, those exhibits that have been admitted as evidence.
C.R.C.P. 47(m) (2005)

8. Length of Service

Length of juror service
Trial juror service shall be for a one-day term unless a juror is assigned to
or impaneled on an incompleted trial when the one-day term ends, or
unless the court orders otherwise. Nothing shall prevent a trial juror from
serving on more than one jury or participating in more than one trial
during the term; except that a trial juror whose deliberation ended with a
verdict shall not be required to participate in a second trial even though the
juror may not have completed the first day of juror service at the time of
the commencement of the second trial. Jurors awaiting assignment to a
trial shall be discharged as early as possible after it has been determined
that their services will not be needed. Grand juror service shall be for a




term of twelve months unless the court discharges the jurors earlier or
enlarges such term upon a finding that the efficient administration of
justice so requires; except that in no event shall a grand jury serve for
longer than eighteen months.

C.R.S. 13-71-120 (2004)

9. Length of Time Restrictions on Trials
N/A

10. Judge’s Responses to Jury Questions
N/A

11. Jury Size
Number of trial jurors

A jury in civil cases shall consist of six persons, unless the parties agree to
a smaller number, which shall be not less than three.
C.R.S. 13-71-103 (2004)

12. Number of Jurors Needed to Return a Verdict
N/A

13. Juror Admonition
N/A

14. Jury Nullification
N/A

15. The Use of Plain English
N/A

16. Absence of the Jury
N/A

17. Jury Instructions

Instructions to Jury
The parties shall tender jury instructions pursuant to C.R.C.P. 16(d). All
instructions shall be submitted to the parties, who shall make all objections
thereto before they are given to the jury. Only the grounds so specified
shall be considered on motion for a new trial or on appeal or certiorari.
Before argument, the court shall read its instructions to the jury but shall
not comment upon the evidence. Such instructions shall be taken by the
jury when it retires. All instructions offered by the parties, or given by the
court, shall be filed with the clerk and, with the endorsement thereon




indicating the action of the court, shall be taken as a part of the record of
the cause.
C.R.C.P. 51 (2005)

Colorado Jury Instructions
In instructing the jury in a civil case, the court shall use such instructions
as are contained in Colorado Jury Instruction (CJI) as are applicable to the
evidence and the prevailing law.

(2) In cases in which there are no CJI instructions on the subject, or in
which the factual situation or changes in the law warrant a departure from
the CJI instructions, the court shall instruct the jury as to the prevailing
law applicable to the evidence in a manner which is clear, unambiguous,
impartial and free from argument, using CJI instructions as models as to
the form so far as possible.

C.R.C.P. 51.1 (2005)

Additional Instructions
After the jury has retired for deliberation, if it desires additional
instructions, it may request the same from the court; any additional
instructions shall be given it in court in the presence of or after notice to
the parties.

C.R.C.P. 47(n) (2005)

18. Child-Care for Jurors
N/A

19. Jury Room
N/A

20. Accommodation
N/A

21. Juror’s Bill of Rights
N/A

22. Materials Permitted in Possession of the Jury
N/A

23. Various Rules
N/A

24. Various Recommendations
N/A




