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1.  Note Taking 
Taking evidence to jury room 

A. Jurors shall be permitted to take notes. The court shall provide the 
needed writing implements. Jurors may, but need not, take notes and such 
notes as are taken may be used during the jury's deliberations but shall not 
be preserved for review on appeal. The trial judge shall ensure the 
confidentiality of the notes during the course of the trial and the jury's 
deliberations. At each recess prior to jury deliberation, the court shall 
collect and maintain any and all notes made by each juror and upon 
reconvening, the court shall return to each juror his individual notes and 
shall cause the notes to be destroyed immediately upon return of the 
verdict. 
 
B. The court may allow the jury to take with them any object or writing 
received in evidence, except depositions and except as otherwise provided 
in the Louisiana Code of Evidence. 

La. C.C.P. Art. 1794  (2005) 
 
2.  Juror Handbooks/Notebooks 
N/A 
 
3.  Juror Questions and Questioning of Witnesses 
N/A 
 
4.  Juror Pay/Compensation 
N/A 
 
5.  Alternate Jurors 
Alternate jurors 

A. The court may direct that one or more jurors, in addition to the regular 
panel, be called and empanelled to sit as alternate jurors. 
 
B. Alternate jurors, in the order in which they are called, shall replace 
jurors who, prior to the time the jury retires to consider its verdict, become 
unable or disqualified to perform their duties. 
 
C. Alternate jurors shall be drawn in the same manner, shall have the same 
qualifications, shall be subject to the same examination and challenges, 
shall take the same oath, and shall have the same functions, powers, 
facilities, and privileges as the principal jurors. 



 
D. An alternate juror who does not replace a principal juror shall be 
discharged when the jury retires to consider its verdict. 
 
E. If one or more alternate jurors are called, each side shall have an equal 
number of additional peremptory challenges. The court shall determine 
how many challenges shall be allowed and shall allocate them among the 
parties on each side. The additional peremptory challenges may be used 
only against an alternate juror, and the other peremptory challenges 
allowed by law shall not be used against the alternate jurors. 

La. C.C.P. Art. 1769  (2005) 
 
 
 
6.  Discussions pre-deliberation 
N/A 
 
7.  Deliberation 
N/A 
 
8.  Length of Service 
Time for service of jurors in civil cases 

In districts composed of more than one parish, the jurors drawn for the 
first week of the session shall constitute the jury in civil cases for that 
week, and those drawn for the second shall serve for the time for which 
they are drawn, provided, that if the jury drawn for any week of the 
session do not serve as jurors during that week, they may be required to 
serve during a subsequent week of any session of the court until another 
venire is drawn by the commission, unless sooner discharged by the 
district judge. If a jury be empaneled in any case, and the trial commenced 
and the week for which the jury is drawn expires, such jurors shall 
continue to serve in the cause in which they are empaneled, until a verdict 
is rendered or they are discharged by the court. 

La. R.S. 13:3047  (2005) 
 
 
9.  Length of Time Restrictions on Trials 
N/A 
 
10.  Judge’s Responses to Jury Questions 
N/A 
 
11.  Jury Size 
N/A 
 
 



12. Number of Jurors Needed to Return a Verdict 
Number required for verdict 

A. If trial is by a jury of six, five of the jurors must concur to render a 
verdict unless the parties stipulate otherwise. 
 
B. If trial is by a jury of twelve, nine of the jurors must concur to render a 
verdict unless the parties stipulate otherwise. 
 
C. If the parties have stipulated pursuant to Article 1761(B) that the 
remaining jurors shall try the issues specified if members of the jury die or 
become disqualified, they also shall stipulate as to the number of jurors 
who must concur to render a verdict. 

La. C.C.P. Art. 1797  (2005) 
 
 
13.  Juror Admonition 
N/A 
 
14.  Jury Nullification 
N/A 
 
15.  The Use of Plain English 
N/A 
 
16.  Absence of the Jury 
N/A 
 
17.  Jury Instructions 
Instructions to jury; objections 

A. At the close of the evidence, or at such earlier time as the court 
reasonably directs, a party may file written requests that the court instruct 
the jury on the law as set forth in the requests. 
 
B. The court shall inform the parties of its proposed action on the written 
requests and shall also inform the parties of the instructions it intends to 
give to the jury at the close of the evidence within a reasonable time prior 
to their arguments to the jury. 
 
C. A party may not assign as error the giving or the failure to give an 
instruction unless he objects thereto either before the jury retires to 
consider its verdict or immediately after the jury retires, stating 
specifically the matter to which he objects and the grounds of his 
objection. If he objects prior to the time the jury retires, he shall be given 
an opportunity to make the objection out of the hearing of the jury. 
 
D. The jury may take with it or have sent to it a written copy of all 



instructions and charges and any object or document received in evidence 
when a physical examination thereof is required to enable the jury to 
arrive at a verdict. 

La. C.C.P. Art. 1793  (2005) 
 
Additional instructions 

A. If the jury, after retiring for deliberation, desires to receive information 
on any point of law, they shall be conducted to the courtroom. 
 
B. After giving notice to the parties, the court may give the appropriate 
instructions. 
 
C. The court, after giving notice to the parties, may recall the jury after 
they have retired: 
 
   (1) To correct or withdraw an erroneous instruction. 
 
   (2) To clarify an ambiguous instruction. 
 
   (3) To inform the jury on a point of law which should have been covered 
in the original instructions. 
 
   (4) To give such further instructions as may be appropriate. 

La. C.C.P. Art. 1796  (2005) 
 
 
18.  Child-Care for Jurors 
N/A 
 
19.  Jury Room 
N/A 
 
20.  Accommodation 
N/A 
 
21.  Juror’s Bill of Rights 
N/A 
 
22.  Materials Permitted in Possession of the Jury 
Taking evidence to jury room 

A. Jurors shall be permitted to take notes. The court shall provide the 
needed writing implements. Jurors may, but need not, take notes and such 
notes as are taken may be used during the jury's deliberations but shall not 
be preserved for review on appeal. The trial judge shall ensure the 
confidentiality of the notes during the course of the trial and the jury's 
deliberations. At each recess prior to jury deliberation, the court shall 



collect and maintain any and all notes made by each juror and upon 
reconvening, the court shall return to each juror his individual notes and 
shall cause the notes to be destroyed immediately upon return of the 
verdict. 
 
B. The court may allow the jury to take with them any object or writing 
received in evidence, except depositions and except as otherwise provided 
in the Louisiana Code of Evidence. 

La. C.C.P. Art. 1794  (2005) 
 
Jury request to review evidence 

A. If the jury, after retiring for deliberation, requests a review of certain 
testimony or other evidence, they shall be conducted to the courtroom. 
 
B. After giving notice to the parties, the court may have the requested 
testimony read to the jury and may permit the jury to examine the 
requested materials admitted into evidence. 

La. C.C.P. Art. 1795  (2005) 
 
 
23.  Various Rules 
N/A 
 
24.  Various Recommendations 
N/A 


