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New Mexico Jury Innovations

1. Note Taking
N/A

2. Juror Handbooks/Notebooks
N/A

3. Juror Questions and Questioning of Witnesses
N/A

4. Juror Pay/Compensation

Mileage and compensation for jurors
Persons summoned for jury service and jurors shall be reimbursed for
travel from their place of actual residence to the courthouse when their
attendance is ordered, at the rate allowed public officers and employees
per mile of necessary travel. Persons summoned for jury service and jurors
shall be compensated for their time in travel, attendance and service at the
highest prevailing state minimum wage rate.

N.M. Stat. Ann. § 38-5-15

5. Alternate Jurors
N/A

6. Discussions pre-deliberation
N/A

7. Deliberation
N/A

8. Length of Service
N/A

9. Length of Time Restrictions on Trials
N/A

10. Judge’s Responses to Jury Questions
N/A




11. Jury Size
Jury; twelve-person or six-person juries

(1) A jury of either six persons or twelve persons may be demanded.
(2) Unless a party, in the party's demand for trial by jury, specifically
demands trial by a jury of twelve persons, the party shall be deemed to
have consented to trial by a jury of six persons under the conditions and
provisions hereinafter set out.
N.M. Dist. Ct. R.C.P. 1-038(B) (2005)

12. Number of Jurors Needed to Return a Verdict

Verdict by ten or more jurors; polling jury
In civil causes when the jury, or as many as ten of them, have agreed upon
a verdict, they must be conducted into court, their names called by the
clerk, and the verdict rendered by their foreman; the verdict must be in
writing, signed by the foreman, and must be read by the clerk to the jury,
and the inquiry made whether it is their verdict. Either party may require
the jury to be polled, which is done by the court or clerk asking each juror
if it is his verdict; if upon such inquiry or polling, more than two of the
jurors disagree thereto, the jury must be sent out again, but if no such
disagreement be expressed, the verdict is complete and the jury discharged
from the case.

N.M. Stat. Ann. 8 38-5-17

Majority verdict in civil causes tried before a jury of twelve
In civil causes tried before a jury of twelve, when the jury, or as many as
ten of them, have agreed upon a verdict, they must be conducted into
court, their names called by the clerk, and the verdict rendered by their
foreperson; the verdict must be in writing, signed by the foreperson and
must be read by the clerk to the jury, and the inquiry made whether it is
their verdict. Either party may require the jury to be polled, which is done
by the court or clerk, asking each juror if it is the juror's verdict; if upon
such inquiry or polling more than two of the jurors disagree thereto, the
jury must be sent out again but if no such disagreement be expressed, the
verdict is complete and the jury discharged from the case.

N.M. Dist. Ct. R.C.P. 1-038 (G) (2005)

Six-member jury; majority verdict
In civil cases tried to a jury of six persons, when the jury, or as many as
five of them, have agreed upon a verdict, they must be conducted into
court, their names called by the clerk, and the verdict rendered by their
foreperson; the verdict must be in writing, signed by the foreperson and
must be read by the clerk to the jury, and the inquiry made whether it is
their verdict. Either party may require the jury to be polled, which is done
by the court or clerk, asking each juror if it is the juror's verdict; if upon
such inquiry or polling, more than one of the jurors disagree thereto, the



jury must be sent out again but if no such disagreement be expressed, the
verdict is complete and the jury discharged from the case.
N.M. Dist. Ct. R.C.P. 1-038(F) (2005)

13. Juror Admonition
N/A

14. Jury Nullification
N/A

15. The Use of Plain English
N/A

16. Absence of the Jury
N/A

17. Jury Instructions
N/A

18. Child-Care for Jurors
N/A

19. Jury Room
N/A

20. Accommodation
N/A

21. Juror’s Bill of Rights
N/A

22. Materials Permitted in Possession of the Jury
N/A

23. Various Rules
N/A

24. Various Recommendations
N/A




