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1.  Note Taking 
N/A 
 
2.  Juror Handbooks/Notebooks 
N/A 
 
3.  Juror Questions and Questioning of Witnesses 
N/A 
 
4.  Juror Pay/Compensation 
JUROR COMPENSATION 

A. Persons called for jury service should receive a reasonable fee for their 
service and expenses. 
B. Such fees should be paid promptly. 
C. Employers shall be prohibited from discharging, laying-off, denying 
advancement opportunities to, or otherwise penalizing employees who 
miss work because of jury service. 

Ohio Sup. R. Appx. C, Standard 15 (2005) 
 
 
5.  Alternate Jurors 
Alternate jurors 

The court may direct that no more than four jurors in addition to the 
regular jury be called and impanelled to sit as alternate jurors. Alternate 
jurors in the order in which they are called shall replace jurors who, prior 
to the time the jury retires to consider its verdict, become or are found to 
be unable or disqualified to perform their duties. Alternate jurors shall be 
drawn in the same manner, shall have the same qualifications, shall be 
subject to the same examination and challenges, shall take the same oath, 
and shall have the same functions, powers, facilities, and privileges as the 
regular jurors. An alternate juror who does not replace a regular juror shall 
be discharged after the jury retires to consider its verdict. Each party is 
entitled to one peremptory challenge in addition to those otherwise 
allowed by law if one or two alternate jurors are to be impanelled, and two 
peremptory challenges if three or four alternate jurors are to be 
impanelled. The additional peremptory challenges may be used against an 
alternate juror only, and the other peremptory challenges allowed shall not 
be used against an alternate juror. 

Ohio Civ. R. 47(C) (2005) 
 



 
6.  Discussions pre-deliberation 
N/A 
 
7.  Deliberation 
Deliberations of jury 

When the case is submitted, the jury may decide it in court or retire to 
deliberate. Upon retiring, they must be kept together, in charge of an 
officer, at a convenient place, until they agree upon a verdict or are 
discharged by the court. The court may permit them temporarily to 
separate at night and for their meals. 

ORC Ann. 2315.03 (2005) 
 
 
8.  Length of Service 
N/A 
 
9.  Length of Time Restrictions on Trials 
N/A 
 
10.  Judge’s Responses to Jury Questions 
N/A 
 
11.  Jury Size 
N/A 
 
12. Number of Jurors Needed to Return a Verdict 
JURIES: MAJORITY VERDICT; STIPULATION OF NUMBER OF JURORS 

In all civil actions, a jury shall render a verdict upon the concurrence of 
three-fourths or more of their number. The verdict shall be in writing and 
signed by each of the jurors concurring therein. All jurors shall then return 
to court where the judge shall cause the verdict to be read and inquiry 
made to determine if the verdict is that of three-fourths or more of the 
jurors. Upon request of either party, the jury shall be polled by asking each 
juror if the verdict is that of the juror; if more than one-fourth of the jurors 
answer in the negative, or if the verdict in substance is defective, the jurors 
must be sent out again for further deliberation. If three-fourths or more of 
the jurors answer affirmatively, the verdict is complete and the jury shall 
be discharged from the case. If the verdict is defective in form only, with 
the assent of the jurors and before their discharge, the court may correct it. 
 
The parties may stipulate that the jury shall consist of any number less 
than the maximum number provided by Rule 38(B). For the purpose of 
rendering a verdict, whenever three-fourths of the jury does not consist of 
an integral number, the next higher number shall be construed to represent 



three-fourths of the jury. For juries with less than four members, the 
verdict must be unanimous. 

Ohio Civ. R. 48 (2005) 
 
 
13.  Juror Admonition 
N/A 
 
14.  Jury Nullification 
N/A 
 
15.  The Use of Plain English 
N/A 
 
16.  Absence of the Jury 
N/A 
 
17.  Jury Instructions 
Instructions; error; record 

At the close of the evidence or at such earlier time during the trial as the 
court reasonably directs, any party may file written requests that the court 
instruct the jury on the law as set forth in the requests. Copies shall be 
furnished to all other parties at the time of making the requests. The court 
shall inform counsel of its proposed action on the requests prior to 
counsel's arguments to the jury and shall give the jury complete 
instructions after the arguments are completed. The court also may give 
some or all of its instructions to the jury prior to counsel's arguments. The 
court need not reduce its instructions to writing. 
 
On appeal, a party may not assign as error the giving or the failure to give 
any instruction unless the party objects before the jury retires to consider 
its verdict, stating specifically the matter objected to and the grounds of 
the objection. Opportunity shall be given to make the objection out of the 
hearing of the jury. 

Ohio Civ. R. 51(A) (2005) 
 
Cautionary instructions 

At the commencement and during the course of the trial, the court may 
give the jury cautionary and other instructions of law relating to trial 
procedure, credibility and weight of the evidence, and the duty and 
function of the jury and may acquaint the jury generally with the nature of 
the case. 

Ohio Civ. R. 51(B) (2005) 
 
 
 



18.  Child-Care for Jurors 
N/A 
 
19.  Jury Room 
N/A 
 
20.  Accommodation 
N/A 
 
21.  Juror’s Bill of Rights 
N/A 
 
22.  Materials Permitted in Possession of the Jury 
N/A 
 
23.  Various Rules 
View of property by jury 

If the court is of the opinion that it is proper for the jurors to have a view 
of property which is the subject of litigation, or of a place where a material 
fact occurred, it may order them to be conducted in a body under the 
charge of an officer to such property or place, which shall be shown to 
them by a person appointed by the court for that purpose. While the jurors 
are thus absent, no person, other than the person so appointed, shall speak 
to them on any subject connected with the trial. 
  
   The expense of such view as approved by the court shall be taxed as 
other costs in the case. 

ORC Ann. 2315.02 (2005) 
 
 
24.  Various Recommendations 
N/A 
 


