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Oklahoma Jury Innovations

1. Note Taking
N/A

2. Juror Handbooks/Notebooks
N/A

3. Juror Questions and Questioning of Witnesses
N/A

4. Juror Pay/Compensation
Jurors' fees--Parking--Persons excused from serving
A. Jurors shall be paid the following fees out of the local court fund:

1. For each day's attendance before any court of record, Twenty Dollars
($ 20.00); and

2. For mileage going to and returning from jury service each day,
pursuant to the provisions of the State Travel Reimbursement Act, Section
500.1 et seq. of Title 74.

B. The Court Fund Board of the district court may contract for or provide
reimbursement for parking for district court jurors to be paid from the
Court Fund. Parking so provided to jurors shall be in lieu of any
reimbursement to jurors for parking fees.

C. The provisions of this section shall not apply to any person who is
summoned for jury duty and who is excused from serving pursuant to the
provisions of subsection A of Section 28 of Title 38 of the Oklahoma
Statutes, beginning on the day the person is excused from service.

28 OKI. St. § 86 (2004)

Jurors' fees--Parking--Persons excused from serving--Lengthy Trial Fund--Wage
replacement or supplementation
A. Jurors shall be paid the following fees out of the local court fund:

1. For each day's attendance before any court of record, Twenty Dollars
($ 20.00); and
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2. For mileage going to and returning from jury service each day,
pursuant to the provisions of the State Travel Reimbursement Act.

B. The Court Fund Board of the district court may contract for or provide
reimbursement for parking for district court jurors to be paid from the
Court Fund. Parking so provided to jurors shall be in lieu of any
reimbursement to jurors for parking fees.

C. The provisions of this section shall not apply to any person who is
summoned for jury duty and who is excused from serving pursuant to the
provisions of subsection A of Section 28 of Title 38 of the Oklahoma
Statutes, beginning on the day the person is excused from service.

D. The Supreme Court shall promulgate rules to establish a Lengthy Trial
Fund that shall be used to provide full or partial wage replacement or
wage supplementation to jurors who serve as petit jurors for more than ten
(10) days.

1. The court rules shall provide for the selection and appointment of an
Administrator for the fund; procedures for the administration of the fund,
including payments of salaries of the Administrator and other necessary
personnel; procedures for the accounting, auditing and investment of
money in the Lengthy Trial Fund; and a report by the Supreme Court on
the administration of the Lengthy Trial Fund included in its annual report
on the judicial branch, setting forth the money collected for and disbursed
from the fund.

2. The clerk of the court shall collect from each attorney who files a civil
case, unless otherwise exempted under the provisions of this section, a fee
of Ten Dollars ($ 10.00) per case to be paid into the Lengthy Trial Fund.
A lawyer will be deemed to have filed a case at the time the first pleading
or other filing on which an individual lawyer's name appears is submitted
to the court for filing and opens a new case. All such fees shall be
forwarded to the Administrator of the Lengthy Trial Fund for deposit.

3. The Administrator shall use the fees deposited in the Lengthy Trial
Fund to pay full or partial wage replacement or supplementation to jurors
whose employers pay less than full regular wages when the period of jury
service lasts more than ten (10) days.

4. The court may pay replacement or supplemental wages of up to Two
Hundred Dollars ($ 200.00) per day per juror beginning on the eleventh
day of jury service. In addition, for any jurors who qualify for payment by
serving on a jury for more than ten (10) days, the court may, upon finding
that such service posed a significant financial hardship to a juror, even in
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light of payments made with respect to jury service after the tenth day,
award replacement or supplemental wages of up to Fifty Dollars ($ 50.00)
per day from the fourth to the tenth day of jury service.

5. Any juror who is serving or has served on a jury that qualifies for
payment from the Lengthy Trial Fund, provided the service commenced
on or after the effective date of this act, may submit a request for payment
from the Lengthy Trial Fund on a form provided by the Administrator.
Payment shall be limited to the difference between the state-paid jury fee
and the actual amount of wages a juror earns, up to the maximum level
payable, minus any amount the juror actually receives from the employer
during the same time period. The form shall disclose the juror's regular
wages, the amount the employer will pay during the term of jury service
starting on the eleventh day and thereafter, the amount of replacement or
supplemental wages requested, and any other information the
Administrator deems necessary for proper payment. The juror shall be
required to submit verification from the employer as to the wage
information provided to the Administrator, including but not limited to the
employee's most recent earnings statement or similar document, prior to
initiation of payment from the fund. If an individual is self-employed or
receives compensation other than wages, the individual may provide a
sworn affidavit attesting to his or her approximate gross weekly income,
together with such other information as the Administrator may require, in
order to verify weekly income.

6. The following attorneys and causes of action are exempt from
payment of the Lengthy Trial Fund fee:

a. government attorneys entering appearances in the course of their
official duties,

b. pro se litigants,
c. cases in small claims court or the state equivalent thereof, or

d. claims seeking social security disability determinations,
individual veterans' compensation or disability determinations,
recoupment actions for government backed educational loans or
mortgages, child custody and support cases, actions brought in
forma pauperis, and any other filings designated by rule that
involve minimal use of court resources and that customarily are not
afforded the opportunity for a trial by jury.
28 OKI. St. § 86 (2004)



5. Alternate Jurors
N/A

6. Discussions pre-deliberation
N/A

7. Deliberation

Jury may decide in court or retire--Keeping together--Communications to jury or

concerning deliberations
When the case is finally submitted to the jury, they may decide in court or
retire for deliberation. If they retire, they must be kept together, in some
convenient place, under charge of an officer, until they agree upon a
verdict or be discharged by the court, subject to the discretion of the court,
to permit them to separate temporarily at night, and at their meals. The
officer having them under his charge shall not suffer any communication
to be made to them, or make any himself, except to ask them if they are
agreed upon their verdict, unless by order of the court; and he shall not,
before their verdict is rendered, communicate to any person the state of
their deliberations, or the verdict agreed upon.

12 Okl. St. § 580 (2004)

8. Length of Service
N/A

9. Length of Time Restrictions on Trials
N/A

10. Judge’s Responses to Jury Questions
N/A

11. Jury Size
N/A

12. Number of Jurors Needed to Return a Verdict
N/A

13. Juror Admonition

Admonition of jury on separation
If the jury are permitted to separate, either during the trial or after the case
IS submitted to them, they shall be admonished by the court that it is their
duty not to converse with, or suffer themselves to be addressed by, any
other person, on any subject of the trial, and that it is their duty not to form
or express an opinion thereon, until the case is finally submitted to them.

12 OKl. St. § 581 (2004)




14. Jury Nullification

N/A

15. The Use of Plain English

N/A

16. Absence of the Jury

N/A

17. Jury Instructions

Oklahoma Uniform Jury Instructions--Institution of

Inasmuch as many judgments in actions tried by juries are set aside and
vacated on account of errors in instructions; and, whereas, justice is
withheld, delayed, and, in some cases, denied on account of such
erroneous instructions; and, the compilation and adoption of a body of
uniform instructions in civil and criminal cases tried by juries in the courts
of this state is necessary to the equal and uniform administration of justice;
and, whereas, the justices and judges of the appellate courts of this state
are in the best position to properly prescribe such instructions on this
subject to the Legislature; the Supreme Court of the State of Oklahoma
and the Court of Criminal Appeals of Oklahoma are respectively requested
and authorized to proceed to prescribe and institute uniform instructions to
be given in jury trials of civil or criminal cases, such instructions to be
called: "Oklahoma Uniform Jury Instructions” (OUJI).

12 OKI. St. § 577.1 (2004)

18. Child-Care for Jurors

N/A

19. Jury Room

N/A

20. Accommodation

N/A

21. Juror’s Bill of Rights

N/A

22. Materials Permitted in Possession of the Jury

N/A

23. Various Rules

N/A



24. Various Recommendations
N/A




